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One For All 

In today’s divided world, it is becoming self evident that the sense of community is 

slowly falling apart, highlighted by the political strife boiling in America. When the popular vote 

was superseded by the power of the electoral college, people began to question what morals they 

held. But to bring back peace to our community, we simply must put on the lenses which allows 

us to gain a wider perspective of the world, and a vision of truth. Spreading love, working hard, 

and possessing hope is what can repair the mortar that binds our people together.  

Right from the beginning, one of the main aspects of humanity that created such a 

successful species is due to the sense of community and family. To bond with your community 

and raise self-awareness, one must read periodicals, and follow the news. We must care for each 

other for the benefit of all, if we hold the moral that the seemingly insignificant things can be the 

greatest tokens of kindness, stopping the clock ticking towards doomsday. For example, in our 

school, Student Council always organizes food drives as an expression of kindness for the 

impoverished, 10.8% of the Contra Costa County population. A former national squash 

champion, native to Zimbabwe, who was also my coach, founded the non-profit organization 

Squash Drive, which would promote academic, athletic, and personal growth in underserved 

children through an integrated program of individual academic tutoring, squash instruction, and 

health and fitness education. Anybody can give a helping hand to the community, through 

education and volunteer work. With the light of the candle you hold, lend it to others to give the 

spark that brighten their lives and their future.  

 One of the values that America holds as one of its founding principles and makes it so 

strong is capitalism, and how companies compete with one another, only possible when 

everybody works hard. When people persevere, the consequences of their effort is bound to 
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benefit our country and world. Those who pursue their dreams of being a lawyer become the 

weighing mechanism of justice, providing peaceful solutions to our country. Those who want to 

be a fireman or policeman will end up caring for and protecting their community. Computer 

engineers create complex machines that can be used as powerful tools in education and research, 

furthering the intellect in our community, while artists and writers use their unique, expressive 

voice to convey messages. The possibilities are endless. A fireman saves people trapped in 

infernos. Steve Jobs reinvented computers, Elon Musk is rethinking space travel and exploration, 

while Madliene L’engle attempted 30 times to publish A Wrinkle in Time to flaunt the triumph 

of love in the generations to come. Anybody can have the smallest to largest vision, and with the 

willpower to accomplish their goals by not wasting hours of valuable time, one can achieve 

unimaginable things, whose outcome benefits all.  

One of the more abstract problems that plague all nations, especially America, is the lack 

of faith and hope. During the Great Depression of the 1930s, in a period when Americans 

thought that there was no future, the hope of Franklin D. Roosevelt helped create the New Deal. 

By spreading the light of hope through his fireside chats, he was able to give all Americans jobs, 

and ramp up confidence in the American ideal. Brick by brick, hope built the mighty Hoover 

Dam, strengthening the economic foundation of our nation. In the 1850s, the simple thought of 

an African American as a leader was outrageous. But through the centuries, the hope of African 

Americans stayed strong. In the 1960s, the fire of hope still burned bright, because every African 

American, with their little bit of hope, was part of the larger movement. Martin Luther King’s 

vocal dreams, along with the hope of millions, was what led to Obama taking presidency. 

Respect for others, having empathy for others, encouraging others, and supporting your peers 
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during their times of difficulty are all ways you, through little actions, can spread hope, 

brightening our future.  

In the end, love for our world and people, hard work for our future, and hope for our 

generation and posterity is just a few of the many ways a little deed can go such a long way. 

Together, we can change the world, one person at a time. As Desmond Tutu once said, "Do your 

little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the 

world." 

 


